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Softball: Three Lady Panthers named First Team All
8-AA; 11 total from UCHS recognized by region coaches

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Aladriel Arnold, Trinity
Queen and Mary Wischmeyer
highlighted the Union County
representatives on the All-Region
8-AA Softball team.

Voted on by the region
coaches, Arnold, Queen and
Wischmeyer each received a first
team nod while Rebekah Kelley,
Skyler Ludlum, Lexi Sisum and
Maddie Sutton were named Sec-
ond Team All-Region 8-AA.

Rounding out the Union
County honorees were honor-
able mention selections: Megan
Bright, Caley Davis, Miranda
Lockaby and Bailey Rayfield.

Overall, three Union fresh-
men -- Davis, Kelley and Sisum
-- received region honors. Mean-
while, Queen was the only sopho-
more selected.

Arnold, Ludlum, Rayfield
and Sutton are Union Coun-

ty’s four senior representatives.
Bright, Lockaby and Wischmeyer
make up the junior members of
the team.

Amold led the Lady Pan-
thers with six homers, 36 RBIs
and 15 stolen bases while hitting
368 with nine doubles. Her 26
runs scored were tied with Wish-
meyer for the team lead.

As for Wischmeyer, the
junior hit .374 with 25 RBIs and
five stolen bases to go along with
a team-leading 11 doubles.

Queen led the pitching
staff with 8 wins while posting
an impressive 2.89 ERA. Her 47
strikeouts and 1.51 WHIP were
also tops on the team.

Kelley hit .333 with three
doubles and nine RBIs. Ludlum
batted .301 with nine doubles and
18 RBIs.

Sisum hit .259 with 14 runs
and five stolen bases while pro-
viding solid outfield defense.

Sutton led the team with a
376 batting average while scoring
23 runs and recording 15 RBIs.

Her 14 stolen bases were second
on the team and her defensive
play in centerfield was among the
best in North Georgia.

Bright came on strong late
in the season, providing Union
with a potent 1-2 punch from the
circle. She finished 2018 with
six wins while her strikeout-
per-inning ratio was best on the
team.

Davis batted .242 but her
16 walks and four hit-by-pitches
made her a pitcher’s nightmare.
The freshman posted a 427 on-
base percentage while scoring
18 runs.

Lockaby scored 11 runs
with nine walks while locking
down the shortstop position de-
fensively.

Rayfield was leading the
team with a 382 batting aver-
age when injuries cut her season
short. She ended up with three
homers, 12 RBIs and 11 runs in
just 34 at bats.
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Upward Soccer
Registration

House of Prayer Church is
pleased to announce its Upward
2019 Indoor Soccer season for
boys and girls in grades Kindergar-
ten through 8th Grade, with on-line
registration now available at www.
hopb.org.

Registration will remain
open through January 19, 2019 at
the cost of $60 per child, and pay-
ment plans are available, if needed.
Convenient weekly practices com-
mence the week of January 14,
2019, while 6 games will be played
on Saturdays between February
2nd and March 9th.

Registrants should attend
the evaluation that will be held
on Tuesday, December 4th on a
drop-in basis between the hours of
5:30 and 7:00 p.m. at the House of
Prayer Family Life Center gym.
For more information regarding
registration, call the HOP church
office at (706) 745-5925.

Established in 1995, Up-
ward Sports is the world’s largest
Christian youth sports provider.
[t remains unique by providing a
substitution system that ensures
every young athlete plays, and
conveniently requires only one
1-hour practice a week followed
by one game per week. Upward
Sports develops total athletes

UCHS basketball opens Thursday

Date Opponent Location Varsity Jv
November 15 Rabun Gap Home 6:00/7:30

November 20 Towns Home 7:00/8:30 4:00/5:30
November 27 Robbinsville Home 6:00/7:30 3:30/4:30
November 30 Fannin Away 7:00/8:30 4:00/5:30
December 5 Rabun Gap Away 6:00/7:30 Boys 4:30
December 8 Towns Away 6:00/7:30 3:00/4:30
December 14 Elbert Away 6:00/7:30 Boys 4:30
December 15 Monticello Home 2:00/3:30

December 18 Social Circle Home 5:00/6:30

December 20 Murphy Home 6:00/7:30 3:00/4:30
December 27 8D Towns TBD

December 28 TBD Towns TBD

December 29 TBD Towns TBD

January 4 Rabun Away 7:00/8:30 4:00/5:30
January 5 Putnam Home 3:00/4:30 12:00/1:30
January 8 Banks Home 6:00/7:30 Girls 4:00
January 11 Oglethorpe Away 7:00/8:30

January 12 Fannin Home 6:00/7:30 3:00/4:30
January 15 Elbert Home 6:00/7:30 Girls 4:00
January 18 Monticello Away 5:00/6:30

January 22 Social Circle Away 5:00/6:30

January 25 Rabun Home 7:00/8:30 4:00/5:30
January 26 Putnam Away 3:00/4:30 12:00/1:30
January 29 Banks Away 6:00/7:30 Boys 4:30
February 1 Oglethorpe Home 6:00/7:30

mentally, athletically, spiritually,
and socially — producing players
who excel both on and off the field.
Today, approximately 6.2 million
players have participated at more
than 2,000 churches in 47 states, in

camps, clinics, and leagues through
Upward Sports’ Recreation Divi-
sion. Information regarding Up-
ward Sports can be found online
at www.upward.org.

Swimming: Williams sets State qualifying times in
100-yard Freestyle, Breaststroke at Habersham meet

CLARKSVILLE - Union
County High School and Mid-
dle Schools attended a swim
meet on Saturday Nov. 3 at the
Ruby Fulbright Aquatic Center
in Clarksville.

Union County had sev-
eral top 15 finishes. Brian
Williams set two State Quali-
fying times in the 100-yard
Freestyle and the 100-yard
Breaststroke.

Brian Williams’ times
were good enough for first
place in both the 100-yard
Freestyle and the 100-yard
Breaststroke.

In the 200-yard Medley
Relay, the UCHS team of Ste-
ven Williams, Hunter White,
Alden Wilkes and Brian Wil-
liams placed second.

Meanwhile the UCHS
girls team of Kindle Kolb, Hana
Gregory, Grace Weldon and
Kaiya Wilkes was seventh.

The UCMS boys team of
Nicholas Nushtayev, Eli Gw-
ynn, Liam Smith and Graden
Cobb also took home seventh.

In the 200-yard Free-
style, UCHS’ Tyler Harkins
was 12th. In the 200-yard In-

dividual Medley, UCHS’ Riley
Howse placed seventh.

The middle school 100-
yard Individual Medley saw
Nushtayev take 12th and Court-
ney Foster place fifth.

In the high school 50
Yard Freestyle, seventh place
went to White, eighth belonged
to Alden Wilkes, 10th was Mi-
chael Leird.

The girls race saw Kaiya
Wilkes place fourth and Wel-
don come in 14th.

During the middle school
boys race, Nushtayev paced
Union County with a seventh
place performance. Meanwhile,
Foster was sixth and Lily Hel-
ton 10th in the girls race.

The high school boys
100 Yard Butterfly event saw
Alden Wilkes take fourth. Liam
Smith was 11th in the middle
school boys’ 50-yard Butterfly
race while Union was led by
Helton’s sixth place perfor-
mance in the girls race.

Behind Brian Williams in
the high school boys’ 100-yard
Freestyle event was: Steven
Williams - fourth and Natha-
nael Allison - ninth.

Kaiya Wilkes was second
in the girls race and Kolb was
15th.

Anniston Howse was
fourth and Daniel Herrera was
12th in their respective middle
school races.

The high school boys’
200 Yard Freestyle Relay team
of Brian Williams, Alden Wil-
kes, Steven Williams and White
placed second.

The girls team of Kaiya
Wilkes, Blocker, Kolb and
Weldon was third.

The UCMS girls team
of Helton, Grace Cook, Howse
and Foster was eighth.

Steven Williams was
second and Leird 13th in the
high school boys’ 100-yard
Backstroke. The girls race saw
Weldon take third.

Grayden Cobb was 10th
in the middle school’s 50-yard
backstroke.

Behind Brian Williams in
the 100-yard Breaststroke was
White in third place.

Last but not least, Smith
placed ninth in the middle
school boys’ 50-yard Breast-
stroke.

MACA joins Towns/Union Special Olympic
Fall games hosted b

Bowling
P 3

The Towns/Union Special Olympics Fall Games were another hit as Mountain Area Christian Academy from Mor-

ganton joined the fun for the first time. After the athletes were hosted by Blairsville’s Galaxy Bowling, the festivities
moved to the UCHS gymnasium for the Opening Ceremonies and basketball events. Volunteers from each of the
schools were on hand to help out, but as usual, the volunteers were the ones blessed by the athletes. The Spring games
aren’t too far away so be sure to mark your calendars when a date is announced. Photos courtesy of UCHS.



